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Introduction: Introduction to Georgian Language and Alphabet
Peace Corps Georgian Language Podcast Project

Georgian language Podcasts are designed to teach Georgian alphabet and provide
survival language skill to newcomers to Georgia. All lessons are offered in a digital
format; each lesson is short and focused on a specific topic.

You will be able to download our lessons and watch them online. Lessons will help you
to master the pronunciation, stress and intonation of common Georgian words and
phrases.

A brief overview of the Georgian Language:

e Georgian language is one of the oldest languages in the world. It is generally believed
that the Georgian alphabet was created in the IV century B.C.;

e Itis aunique language, not similar to any other language. Georgian belongs to the
group of Kartvelian (Georgian) Languages in the Iberian-Caucasian family;

e Georgian language is phonemic language which means that each letter denotes a
single sound. So, once you learn the alphabet, you can read any text, of any difficulty
in Georgian;

e There are 33 letters in Georgian: 5 vowels and 28 consonants:

- Georgian is read and written from left to right;

- There are no capital letters;

- There are many consonant clusters;

- All nouns end with a vowel;

- The stress (very light) is always on the first syllable;

- Georgian nouns do not have gender markers; even pronouns are gender-
neutral;

- The language has no articles.
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Lesson 1: Hello!

By the end of Lesson 1 the learners will:

- learn 7 letters of the Georgian alphabet;
- Say hello in Georgian!

Alphabet: 5,3, ™, 3, ®, 0, x

ol dk Q| am
3P Jd egh gk
% J 3 h

Letter: Transcript: Drill: English Translation:

s as in father a

dasinme m 3505 father

™M as in more o

@ asingo g 3™ girl

® as in brilliant r (ON what

d as in book b ™OMdS spider

X as in juice j X905 Jaba(Geo. male name)
Vocabulary:

39056 x M0 | Hello!
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Lesson 2: What’s your name?

By the end of lesson 2 the learners will:

- learn 8 letters of the Georgian alphabet;

- learn how to introduce ourselves, ask a person’s name, and respond to the same
question.

Alphabet: 0, 9,6,9, m, U, J, 3

Letter: Transcript: Drill: English Translation:

0 as in seen i 05 la (Geo. female name)
gasinget e d9 |

b as in noon n bobm Nino (Geo. female name)
Jas in she sh 3996 You

gasinvery v 396 am

o as in but t 09b6a™ Tengo (Geo. male name)
by as in guess s Lodo three

dJ as in book q Joomo Keti (Geo. female name)
Vocabulary:

dg I

dg 0g300 I am called

Jogoo Keti (Geo. female name)

396 you

(ON what

996 65 3J305? what are you called?

09b™ Tengo (Geo. male name)

Boli0sdM3bmo nice to meet you

Dialogue:

Jooo: 99 Jgoo 9g30s. 896 Gro gd305?
0gbgm: 99 gbgam dgg0s.

Jomo:  Lobosdmgbms!

09bgm:  LoLosdM3bMs!
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Lesson 3: How are you?

By the end of lesson 3 the learners will:

- learn 4 letters of the Georgian alphabet;
- learn how to ask about a person’s well-being and how to respond to the same

question.

Alphabet: b, ©, , 3

Letter: Transcript: Drill: English Translation:
@ as in dog d QYOO mother

b as in Bach X QO05H yes (formal)

¢ as in look | oM Georgian Lari (GEL)
Jasin like k 30 yes (informal)
Vocabulary:

MMM how

bo® are

OHMPMO bSO? how are you?

20500WMd thanks

39650 well, fine

565800530 not bad

Bobgodols bye-bye for now, see you soon

Dialogue:

Joo:  godsxmds, 09bm!
0gbgam:  2505(XMds, Jgomo!
Jooo: Oy bo®?

09bgam:  23500Md, 356MYs©. 96?
Joo: 335 EMd, 5M530353U.
ogbgm:  65bH3590b, Jgomo.

Jomo:  bBobgsdol, mgbym.
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Lesson 4: 1 am a volunteer

By the end of lesson 4 the learners will:

- learn singular personal pronouns and conjugate the verb to be in singular;
- understand word order structure in Georgian;

- be able to say the phrase: I am a volunteer.

Grammar: Personal Pronouns and the Verb “to be” in the singular:

39 356 lam
396 boe You are
ob* ool She/he/it is

Note! * ols 3" person singular in Georgian signifies she/he/it.

Vocabulary:
| dmbogolsg Volunteer ‘
09 8mbogolg 356 I am a volunteer

Word order tends to be “free” in Georgian. You can say:
d9 8mboagolsg o6
99 356 dmbseoolsg
dmbaogrolig 356 dg
dmbogrolig 306 *

Note! * it’s not necessary to use personal pronouns since they are built in the verb;
356 is only for the first person singular.
996 dmbogrolig boe

You are a volunteer

ol mbsgnolig 560 or ol dmbogrolige*
She/he is a volunteer

Note!* The third person singular of the verb “to be” 560l is usually reduced to just one
letter $ and is added to the end of the noun; so you can say:

ol Imbogrolgs.
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Lesson 5: 1 am a Peace Corps volunteer

By the end of lesson 5 the learners will:

- learninterrogative forms of the verb to be singular;

- learn 2 letters of the Georgian alphabet;

- be able to say the phrase: I am a Peace Corps volunteer.

Grammar: Personal Pronouns and the Verb “to be” in the singular interrogative:
To make an interrogative sentence you should place a question mark at the end of the
sentence and raise your voice at the end of the sentence when you pronounce it.

99 dmbooly 356? Am | a volunteer?
396 dmbosgrolig bo®? Are you a volunteer?
0l dmboolyg sGol?/ol dmbseolgs?  Is she/he a volunteer?

Reminder! it’s not necessary to use personal pronouns since they are built in the verb;
356 is only for the first person singular.

dmboolig 356)? Am | a volunteer?
dmbogolig botr? Are you a volunteer?
dmbogroligs? Is she/he a volunteer?
Alphabet: v, 3
Letter: Transcript: Drill: English Translation:
vy as in moon u J<0 cap
3 as in pepper p’ 3960 bread
Vocabulary:
©O5b yes (formal)
933000Md0L 3MM3mbol Imbswoly  Peace Corps Volunteer
990o Emily
Dialogue:
- Jmbsgrolyg bo®?
- QOsb, 39 883000Md0L 3MEM3MLOL Imboeolig 3o6.
- 9900 dmboroligs?

- ©O0db, ol 83330MdOL 3MM3MLOL dmborolgs.
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Lesson 6: | am a Peace Corps volunteer and you?
By the end of lesson 6 the learners will:

- learn negative forms of the verb to be singular;
- learn 3 letters of the Georgian alphabet;

- Inquire about other people’s jobs.

Grammar: Personal Pronouns and the Verb “to be” in the singular negative:
Negative sentence is formed by the particle 36 which must be in front of the verb!

dg 56 356 dmboerolg I am not
396 56 bot Imbogroly You are not
ol 56 5ol dmbsgrolg She/he/it is not

Alphabet: @), §), b

Letter: Transcript: Drill: English Translation:
G asin taxi t Goguo taxi

] t's fgeo year

B asin choose ch Boo tea

Vocabulary:

dsbfog3egdgEo teacher

SOBoWO Archili (Geo. male name)

NON no

©O0M9JGHMM0 director

Dialogue:

Jooo: 9800, dmbserolig bo®?

g9doo:  osb, dg 89 3d30MdOL 3MM3MLOL Jmbowrolyg 3o6. 896?
Jooo: 39 95L930gd9E0 356

g99oo:  s®BRowo dsfogwgdgwos?

Joomo: 363, 3309090 56 5MOL. SOHBOWO OMYJEHMMO0S.
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Lesson 7: Where are you from?

By the end of lesson 7 the learners will:

- learn the Nominative Case of the noun;

- learn how to ask about a person’s nationality and how to respond to the same
question.

Grammar: Nominative Case
Words in Nominative Case answer the questions: who? (306? )what? (©5?). In Georgian
all nouns in the Nominative Case end with a vowel: 0, 9, 9, @, or .

Examples:
Q0M9dGH™MO Director
dmbsroly Volunteer

You will notice that Georgians will put o on the end of any foreign proper name that
ends in a consonant. That’s because we put them in the Nominative Case.

Examples:

xX™bo John
d6>mbo Brown
But: 935 Eva

Note! Words listed in Georgian dictionaries appear in the Nominative Case.

Vocabulary:

LM bot? where are you from?
58960390 American (nationality)
d9 599603900 356 | am American
Jormzgao Georgian (nationality)
ol JoMm39w0s s/he is Georgian
Lo BHmdo? where is Tom from?
G™30 53960390005 Tom is American
23060 Giorgi (Geo. male name)
Dialogue:

XMbo: Lo boG?

Jomo: 99 JoOm3zgwo 356. 996?
Xmbo: 39 59960390 356.
Jomo:  LoEs©Hos BHmIo?
XMbo:  Bmdo $996MH039e0s.
Joo:  LOEWIYHOs FOMMYO?
XMbo:  J0MmGY0 JoMHN39gE0s.

10
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Lesson 8: We are volunteers
By the end of lesson 8 the learners will:
- learn how to form plural forms of the noun;

- learn personal pronouns in plural and the conjugation of the verb to be in plural.

Grammar: Nouns in Plural
To form the plural form of the noun we add -gdo to the singular form, like
plural in English:

HSII
dmbasgolig dmboeolingdo Volunteers
3MY™ 3M3™900 girl

If a noun ends in s or o the final letter is dropped and —gdo is added:

Qo2 ©H©Yd0 Mothers
JoOm39¢0 JoOHm39wgdo Georgians

Grammar: Personal Pronouns and the Verb “to be” in the plural.

ending for

Positive Negative
B30b 3560 We are 396 56 35O We are not
0J396* b6 You are ®9396* s® bos  You are not
0bobo 56056 They are olobo 56 56056 They are not

Note! 04396 is used for both plural and polite singular forms.

Examples: 09396 Jooo bs@m? (a polite, not a plural form)
Are you Keti?

B396 383000Md0L 3MH3MBOL Imbowoliggdo 36 om.
We are Peace Corps volunteers.

obobo 86 56056 330 MdOL dmboeroliggdo.
They are not Peace Corps volunteers.

11
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Lesson 9: We are Georgians; you are Americans.
By the end of lesson 9 the learners will:

- Review singular and plural forms of the noun;
- Sum up the verb to be.

ol dk Q| am
3P Jd egh gk
% J 3 h

Vocabulary:

Qo and

d9b9x 960 manager

Dialogue:

0gbam  2505OmXMBs! JoMmM39e9d0 botron?

990qo0:  25F5OmRMds! 569, B39b JoM39w900 56 35M. 39 s BP0 589610390
3500. ®J396 JoOM39w0 bo®?

09bgm  oosb, 39 JoMrN3900 356.

99o0¢o:  B396 383000MdOL 3MM3MLOL dmbooliggdo 356m. 043967

ogbgm: 99 9bgx g0 356.

g990o:  Jgmo oMgIGHME05?

0gbam: 96, J9000 OMYJBHME0S 56 5GOL. Jgono Fsbffogzegdgeos.

12



sa b 39 o d g€ 3V b z ot ol 3 K | 3 m
6N o0 3P gzh &r s HU  aqu gp Jq wogh gk
dsh Bch @gts ddz Gts gtch bx ] 3 h

Lesson 10: Do you know Georgian?

By the end of lesson 10 the learners will:

- learn 1 letter of the Georgian alphabet;

- learn how to inquire about a person’s language skills and how to respond to the
same inquires.

Alphabet: (3

Letter: Transcript: Drill: English Translation:
@ as in pizza ts (390 bad
Vocabulary:

30 yes (informal)

393 me too

JoO»Mo Georgian (place of origin of things)

Jo®omo o0? do you know Georgian?

3030 / 56 3030 | know / I don’t know

3235 30330 | know a little bit

Dialogue:

xXmbo: d83000Md0L 3mM3MLoL dmboolig bot?
gdogo:  30.3996?

Xmbo: 393 393000Md0L 3MmMH3MBOL Imbogrolg 356.
g90owo:  JoOHmwo 030?

Xmbo: 565, 89 oMo 56 3030. 996?

g99oo: 30, 39 3™GO JoOIXMO 3030.

13
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Lesson 11: Could you say it again, please?

By the end of lesson 11 the learners will:

- learn 4 letters of the Georgian alphabet;

- learn how to ask people politely to repeat what they said.

Alphabet: ©, 3,9, g

Letter: Transcript: | Drill: English Translation:
m as Frenchr gh dowoewo | tall

g as in pellet P IO money

d as in kudzu dz do0sb very

g try to raise the middle part of the kK’ 453 coffee

tongue to the roof of your mouth and

pronounce k

Vocabulary:

QM6 SGOL JoMHDs? how is it in Georgian?
0gowo water

396 253039 | could not understand it
25039 g(m) repeat; say it again
0] 9099 dS please

©30b6m wine

555360l you are welcome!
Dialogue:

990o0:  OHMYME 5OOL JoO o ,water”?

0gbgam:  figoo.

990o0: 396 353099 350d9M9m, 039 Tg0dgds.
0gbgam:  figoo.

990¢0:  OHMYMO SOHOL JoOHDESE ,wine”?

0gbgm:  ©306m.

900¢0: 295 Md!

0gbgm:  sMoxMob!

14
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Lesson 12: Help yourself!

By the end of lesson 12 the learners will:

- learn 4 letters of the Georgian alphabet;

- learn basic words and phrases to resist Georgian hospitality during meals.

Alphabet: 4, 3, }, O

Letter: Transcript: | Drill: English Translation:
3 sharply voiced ch t'ch 3909 Eat!

% as in zoo z Bobs Zaza (a male name)
3 asin have h 39660 Henry (a male name)
gasinzh zh 059 Bazhe — creamy spiced walnut sauce
Vocabulary:

dooMH»30 help yourself

Fo0g eat!

05419 Bazhe — creamy spiced walnut sauce

1339 already

33999 | ate

bsFodmemo Khatchapuri - Bread baked with cheese
39960090 it’s delicious

9o 50 but

56 ddos I am not hungry

5056 8obo | don’t want any more

Dialogue:

30mM30: 39660, B39 B00OMZ0.

39b6o: 205D, BBs. 39 339 3F909. 56 30o.
30MmGM0:  bsFo37M0 F509.

39b6o: 395D, 499MH0YE0s, JoaMsad 5056 Jobo.

15
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Lesson 13: Review of the Georgian Alphabet
By the end of lesson 13 the learners will:
- review and practice all 33 letters of the Georgian Alphabet.
There are 33 letters in Georgian: 5 vowels and 28 consonants.
5,9, 0, @, vy —are the vowels
5 0 d Q© ) 3 b
a B g d e v z
(o)} 0 3 @ d 6 ™
t I k I m n o
3 g ® b V) v 3
p’ zh r S t u p
J © g 9 B G d
q gh k’ sh ch ts dz
b 3 b X 3
t's t'ch X j

Certain Georgian consonants may sound very similar to each other, but they are

pronounced differently. Each consonant pair represents two similar sounds: one is

am
g K

aspirated and the other is not. An aspirated sound produces a slight waft of air coming

out of your mouth. An unaspirated sound does not.

Aspirated Unaspirated
ll o oo (mulberry) | @ GBS (ashes)
214 Jo6o (wind) 3 3960 (door)
3|8 Bogwos (hay) 3 Foems (valley)
41 q 039935 (porridge) 3 3535 (grandfather)
5|3 39O (axe) '] Do (year)

The following consonants may be the most challenging to pronounce:

@ | Denotes a sound similar to French r. Try to pronounce r
using the middle of your tongue.

®®do (cornmeal)

your mouth and pronounce k.

b | b (x)is pronounced like ch in the last name of German | bobs (throat)
composer Bach.
g Try to raise the middle part of the tongue to the roof of | gogs (coffee)

16
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Lesson 14: Emergencies
By the end of lesson 14 the learners will:

% z ot ol dk Q| am
Bt au gp Ja wogh gk
gtch 6x j 3h

- Learn safety and security related language: common words and phrases;

- Learn a few health related phrases.

Vocabulary:

Safety and Security

d0d39gegom! help!
360985 og3L | have a problem
53035099 I’'m lost

956396900 b O35%9, ) Ggodergds
Lo 890dgds @ogduob gobgemgds?
3ooBgMgo!

show me the way on the map, please
where can | get a taxi?
stop! (when you’re in a transport)

39200050 ©IGHAsOHM? can you help me?
30E0E0S 259Mm0dsbgo! call the police!

RO money

Logwang wallet

39L3MOGHo passport

G9ggnmbo telephone

Log3geg Imd3o6M9L my wallet has been stolen
0530 ©535690900! leave me alone!

b9wo 4530030, ! take your hands off me!
Health

B 356 | don’t feel well

0530 933035 | have a headache
3390 933035 | have a stomachache
A0 396935 | feel nauseous

17




Lesson 15: Directions

By the end of lesson 15 the learners will:

% z ot
&t =au
3 tch b x

- learn how to ask for directions and get prepared to understand possible answers to

these questions.

Vocabulary:

35369350 excuse me
Lo sGOU ... ? where is ... ?
A9 YGHO toilet

505%5bos bathroom
d9BHO™ metro
356N 30L 3oBgM9ds a minibus stop
533MdMLOL gobgeqds a bus stop
LMo station

b Jmbs this street
OHmam 303009 ... ? how canlgetto..?
395309 to the center
35696905909 to the stop
{0 go
3065306 straight

dotrx 3603 to the right
doésbbog to the left

18
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Lesson 16: Numbers
By the end of lesson 16 the learners will:
- learn the numbers from one to ten;
- learn the days of the week
Numbers:
1 4 5
9H0 ™60 Lsdo mobo  bmomo
6 8 9 10
9J3bo 9300 M35 3boo SO

Days of the week:

am
o gh gk

The key word in learning the days of the week is dsdsoro derived from Sabbath or
Saturday. Monday is two days from Saturday; Tuesday is three days from Saturday and
so on. Only Friday and Sunday do not have ds8so»o the root in them.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

Saturday

MOHIS05000

RYsLeAYeRTe)Te}

mmbFo0500
bmm o050

356513930
350350

330600

19
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Lesson 17: To have

By the end of lesson 17 the learners will:

- learn the verb to have with inanimate nouns;
- learn the Dative Case of the Noun.

Grammar: To Have with inanimate nouns.

Singular Plural
39 9543L | have B396 33593l We have
896 g0d3l  You have 09396 393  You have
asL 593l She/he/it has 850 5930 They have

Note! The pronouns are in the Dative Case. The verb to have requires the subject in the
Dative Case.

Grammar: Dative Case
As we already know in Georgian all nouns end with a vowel: 0, 5, 9, @, or ). To form the
Dative Case we put ls, a Dative Case marker in the end of the noun.

Nominative Case Dative Case
Volunteer  dmbsenolyg dmbowobgls

Example: The volunteer has a telephone
dmbsoligls 5d3L Ggargnmbo
If a noun ends in o the final letter is dropped and bs is added. The same rule applies to all

nouns in the plural form since they end in -gdo.

Nominative Case  Dative Case
American 59960390 5996039l
Georgians  Jo®®39¢900 Joem39wgdl

Example: Georgians have Khatchapuri
JoOr039090L 59300 boFo3mo
Note! The proper names ended in o directly take s in the Dative case.

Nominative Case Dative Case

Keti joo)() jgo’)ol_)

Giorgi  aomMyo 20Mm6O30l

Example: Giorgi has water
200M0L 593L fgowo

20
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Lesson 18: Shopping

By the end of lesson 18 the learners will:

- review the verb to have with an inanimate nouns;

- learn common words and phrases related to shopping.

Vocabulary:

3o0oB0o shop/store

0O it’s open (open)
039GO0 it’s closed (closed)
m0®dsboom! come in!

39960 bread

Sbo0s? is it fresh (new)?
65 QOOL? how much is it?
WSO Georgian Lari (GEL)
6509bo how many?
59960 3100 40bs0? how many bread do you want?
dmdg300 give me

0bgdgm here you are
Dialogue:

- 050505 ©939GH0W0s?

- M), 0055, 3mdMIsBom!

- 39960 359307

- 30, 33%93L.

- 9bOE0s?

- ©O0db, 5boE0os.

- 65 QodbL?

- 96000 WHM0. ©59©9bo 3M0 40bm?
- 0009300 MO0 39960, M) F90dEgdd.

- 0bgdgo.

- 30500Md.

SN ORToTel Y

21
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Lesson 19: In the family

By the end of lesson 19 the learners will:

- learn the verb to have with animate nouns;

- learn basic words and phrases related to the family.

Grammar: the Verb To Have with animate nouns.

singular

39 dgo3L I have

396 2903L You have

asL 4ozl She/he/it has
plural

B396 339o3L We have
03396 39o30 You have
30 yo3m They have

Reminder! The pronouns are in the Dative Case. With the verb to have the subject
(whether it’s a pronoun or noun) must be in the Dative Case.

Vocabulary:

mxobo family
GME0 wife
0560 husband
Logmeng fiancée
Logaedm fiancé
9300 (83000900) child (Children)
©IHO> mother
RSN father
ddos brother
Qo sister
doMEno dog
399 cat
Dialogue:

gdoo: 39660, 39o3L Mmxsbo?
39b6o: 99 9Y53L 9, 3585 QS dds. FMEO S G30¢0YdO SO
99gogL. 8gogL 500 S 35¢)d.

900go:  Logmag go3l?
3966o: 30, Logmang 89s3L. 996 9gogL mxsbo?

gdowo: 30, 39 894o3L JAsGr0 s F30¢00.

22
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Lesson 20: Some useful adjectives!
By the end of lesson 20 the learners will:
- learn some useful adjectives and colors.

Vocabulary:

OO big/large
RATGRION little/small
39610 good
GO bad
09360 many/much
GOGO few/little
d3060 expensive
0580 cheap
3030 cold
gbgwo hot
d39wo old
Sboeno new/fresh
W535Ho beautiful
Colors:

0900 white
34530 black
fomgwo red
WMOHXRO blue
430090 yellow
d(3969 green
4530Lx396M0 brown
Reminder!

The third person singular of the verb to be:

1. We can skip the pronoun;

2. We can reduce the third person singular of the verb to be s0b to just one letter s
and added it to the end of the word.

In the sentence: it’s beautiful - ols 535%Bo 5oL, the pronoun ols can be skipped and
560U can be reduced to s and added to ¢53sbo.

So in conversational Georgian instead of saying:
ol ¢0585D0o 500U, you can say: ¢0odsboo.

The same rule applies to the other adjectives listed above:
39600 (it’s good), 39000 (it’s bad), ogo®os (it’s white), etc.
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